
 

           
US Policy Changes at the UN Harm Our Country 

 

The US Women’s Caucus wishes to express our utmost concern and u8er dismay over the recent 
announcement of the US Administra=on’s new policies related to the United Na=ons and its agencies.  
We seriously ques=on the wisdom and the intent in Execu=ve Order 14199 to withdraw US par=cipa=on 
and financial support from 66 interna=onal organiza=ons. 
 

• Much of the United States' global power and influence today comes not only from economic and military 
power, but also stems directly from US par<cipa<on in the UN and these interna<onal organiza<ons. 

 

• We disagree with labeling these organiza<ons as "wasteful, ineffec<ve and harmful" or misaligned with US 
interests. Like the UN itself, many of the organiza<ons cited were created by the United States and enjoy 
overwhelming bi-par<san support. They have fostered an incalculable amount of peace, prosperity, and 
goodwill for decades.  

 

• Funding and par<cipa<on at these UN and other organiza<on cannot and must not, be has<ly cast aside 
without Congressional approval and without weighing the serious consequences to the many long-
standing interests of all US stakeholders.  
 

 

       Why Is the US Abandoning Previous US Policies on UN Resolu;ons?  
 

The new Execu=ve Order, coupled with the “Explana=on of Posi=on with Respect to all Resolu=ons 
under the UNGA80 Third Commi8ee” issued by the US State Department on Dec 19, marks a total 
abandonment of foreign policy priori2es by the US government which have maintained the current 
world order for 80 years. The bedrock founda=on of that system of peace and order is the UN Charter, 
the UN Declara=on of Human Rights, and respect for interna=onal law.  These principles of con=nuity 
cannot be casually and arbitrarily pushed aside at the whim of one Administra=on.  
 

As Americans we are appalled that, despite previous support, the US now says it will no longer 
par=cipate in organiza=ons designed for development, research, and social programs such as DESA, 
ECOSOC, the Peacebuilding Commission, and the UN Democracy Fund.  
 

• No longer endorsing resolu<ons suppor<ng even basic human right goals such as the “Call for Concrete 
Ac<on on the Total Elimina<on of Racism, Racial Discrimina<on, Xenophobia" or the resolu<on calling for 
the “Enhancement of Interna<onal Coopera<on in the Field of Human Rights” seems incomprehensible.   

 

• Likewise, the idea that the US will not endorse resolu<ons suppor<ng the rights of children, minori<es, or 
marginalized groups that the US has long supported such as the elderly, indigenous, and disabled allegedly 
because these are “only a “performa<ve exercise” or worse, somehow impinging and threatening our 
na<onal sovereignty, is nonsensical. 
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• These changes are dras<c departures from previous standards that go against what the United States has 
con<nually supported and endorsed for decades.  They will leave the US as an outlier among na<ons, no 
longer the world’s leader with high ideals or the enviable example for other countries. 

 

As women we expect be8er from our government.  Words should match deeds. The US has set on a 
course that is failing its own stated commitments to women.  The credibility of the current 
Administra=on is completely undermined by the enormous gap between stated policy toward women 
and the very concrete ac=ons it has recently taken that impede rather than support women’s rights.  
 

• Current US policy states that "it is the policy of the US to support and promote efforts that reinforce respect 
for the dignity of women, advance women’s equality, support op<mal health outcomes for women, promote 
and protect their inherent human rights, oppose violence against women and girls and advance programs 
women and girls that empower women and girls.”    

 

• In prac2ce, however, the Administra2on has 
• eliminated DEI programs and the word “gender” from all government programs and documents.  
• thwarted every effort to allow women to have full sexual and reproduc<ve healthcare choices. 
• refused to endorse resolu<ons regarding the Beijing PlaYorm for Ac<on. 
• planned to withdraw from UN Women, the UN agency whose sole mission is ensuring women’s rights 

and improving the lives of women and girls around the world.  
  

As human beings on this fragile earth, we find the policy to withdraw from the Climate Change 
framework (UNFCC) as well as other organiza=ons devoted to finding solu=ons to climate problems 
deeply troubling and unacceptable.  The Administra=on's disregard for global climate issues and 
indifference toward the environmental fate of other countries, our children, and future genera=ons is 
extraordinarily narrow-minded and short-sighted, with poten=ally devas=ng consequences for the world.  
 

 Reconsider These Policies -- The Stakes Could Not Be Higher 
 

Given the dras=c poten=al short- and long-term worldwide impact of these radical policy changes, we 
urge decision-makers and the US State Department to urgently reconsider them.  Now is NOT the =me to 
recklessly destroy the respect, credibility, and influence that the US has garnered at the UN and other 
interna=onal agencies.  Do not deliberately destroy the bridges of peace, the links of prosperity and 
trust, that have taken decades to build within the UN and interna=onal organiza=ons. Those destruc=ve 
policies are NOT in our na=onal interest.  
 

Leverage US leadership now to collaborate with the UN and other organiza2ons to pursue reforms 
rather than withdraw and allow other countries less commiDed to human rights and interna2onal law 
to take our place in global ins2tu2ons.  
 

   Choices made now will affect genera;ons to come.   
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