
Gender & 
Climate Justice 

Understanding the Links



❖ WHY are people impacted differently  by climate change? 

❖ WHAT is climate justice? 

❖ HOW are feminist organizing around climate action? 

Gender & Climate Justice 101 



Climate change is 
already impacting 

communities.



Climate change has a human face



 

WHY are people impacted 
differently by climate change?



Climate change 
exacerbates existing 
inequalities 
• Of the 1.3 billion people living in the deepest levels 

poverty worldwide, the majority are women (~70%)
• Women work 2/3rd’s of the world’s hours

• Women produce 1/2 the world’s food; in rural areas, 
women produce 60-80% of staple crops

• And yet, women earn only 10% of the world’s income 
and lack rights to own land in 90 countries. 
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“There is no such thing as a single-issue struggle, 
because we do not live single-issue lives.” 

- Audre Lorde 
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Research in the U.S.
● Women make up only 19% of people interviewed, 

featured, or quoted in climate-related news 
coverage 

● Men represent approximately 72% of workers in 
energy and fuels production. This includes workers 
in fields adversely affected by decarbonization 
efforts, such as coal, natural gas, and petroleum, as 
well as sectors benefiting from decarbonization, 
including wind and solar.

● Women are more likely than men to need to visit the 
ER for asthma- and respiratory-related conditions 
during wildfires

● Experiencing extreme weather events is associated 
with greater risks of low birth weight and preterm 
births
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We may be 
weathering 
the same 
storm, but 
we are not 
in the same 
boat
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WHAT is climate justice?
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CLIMATE JUSTICE
● Recognizes key groups are differently affected by 

climate change.
● Acknowledges that climate is also a racial (& 

gender) justice problem.
● Names that those most impacted by climate have 

been least responsible for its causes.
● Advocates for a world in which fairness, equity and 

ecological rootedness are core values. 
● Focuses on solutions that are systemic, 

people-centered, equitable, and transformational - 
lead by the groups most impacted. 

Equity!



RESOURCES





COP26 Glasgow: 
Success or Failure? 
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COP26 Glasgow: 
Success or Failure? 



Climate change is cross-cutting…
and so is gender

http://feministgreennewdeal.com/resources/



Additional 
reflections? 


